
When many people think of spiritual beings in the Bible, 
it’s usually God and angels, Satan and demons, that come 
to mind. The biblical authors, however, have a much 
more nuanced conception of the spiritual realm, which is 
matched by a wide vocabulary for talking about spiritual 

beings. In the study notes for episode two of the Spiritual 
Beings series, we discovered that the biblical words elo-
him and theos can refer to spiritual beings that are not the 
one Creator God. So who are these other elohim, and what 
role do they play in the biblical story?

SECTION 1 

The biblical authors believed that heaven and earth are parallel 
realities, each inhabited by creatures that have been delegated with 
God’s blessing to rule and oversee that realm.  

1.  In the heavens, the celestial lights are appointed to “rule” day and night, 
that is, the order of time. GENESIS 1 :14-18 

2.  On the land, humans are appointed as God’s image to rule over land, sea, 
and air creatures. GENESIS 1 :26-30 

3.  These creatures are called “the host of heaven” and “the host of the land” 
GENESIS 2:1 

SECTION 2 

This portrait of the ordered world is fundamental to understanding 
the biblical storyline, and it prepares us for an entire tier of 
creatures in the spiritual realm that we will meet at many points in 
the Bible. 

This crew goes by many titles, but in every appearance, 
their role in the heavenly realm is similar. They are God’s 
“staff-team,” his agents of delegated authority that mir-
ror God’s earthly staff-team, the humans. These spiritual 

beings are portrayed as honoring the one who created and 
rules them, and they also are invited by God to participate 
in making decisions and carrying them out.  
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SECTION 2 CONTINUED

1.  Psalm 89:5-7 contains the most diverse collection of titles.

2. Sons of God

3.  The host of heaven

4.  The council

Sons of God, give to Yahweh, 

 give to Yahweh honor and power.

Give to Yahweh the honor due his 

name, 

 worship Yahweh in the splendor of 

holiness

PSALM 29:1-2

Now, one day when the sons of God 

came to present themselves before the 

Lord, and the satan also came among 

them. The Lord said to the satan, “From 

where do you come?” Then Satan an-

swered the Lord and said, “From roaming 

about on the earth and walking around 

on it.”

JOB 1:6-7

Micaiah said, “Therefore, hear the word of the Lord. I saw 

the Lord sitting on His throne, and all the host of heaven 

standing by Him on His right and on His left.

The Lord said, ‘Who will entice Ahab to go up and fall at 

The heavens will praise Your wonders, Yahweh; 

 Your faithfulness also in the assembly of the holy ones.

For who in the skies is comparable to Yahweh? 

 Who among the sons of God is like Yahweh,

A God greatly feared in the council of the holy ones, 

 And awesome above all those who are around Him?

Yahweh God of hosts, who is like You, mighty Yahweh? 

 Your faithfulness also surrounds You.

PSALM 89:5-7

Ramoth-gilead?’ And one said this while another said that. Then 

a spirit came forward and stood before the Lord and said, ‘I will 

entice him.’ The Lord said to him, ‘How?’ And he said, ‘I will go 

out and be a deceiving spirit in the mouth of all his prophets.’ 

Then He said, ‘You are to entice him and also prevail. Go and do 

so.’

1 KINGS 22:19-22

Where were you when I laid the founda-

tions of the land? 

 Tell me if you have understanding.

Who set its measurements, since you 

know. 

 Or who stretched a measuring line 

over it?

...when the stars of the morning sang 

together, 

 and all the sons of God shouted aloud.

JOB 38:4-5 ,  7

“But who has stood in the council of Yahweh, that he 

should see and hear His word? Who has given heed to His 

word and listened?” 

“I did not send these prophets, but they ran. I did not 

speak to them, but they prophesied. But if they had stood 

in My council, then they would have announced My 

words to My people, and would have turned them back 

from their evil way and from the evil of their deeds.”

JEREMIAH 23:18 ,  23

God takes his stand in the divine council, 

 In the midst of elohim he renders justice.

PSALM 82:1

“Were you the first man to be born, 

 or were you brought forth before the hills?

Have you listened in the divine council?  

 And do you limit wisdom to yourself?”

JOB 1 5:7-8



SECTION 2 CONTINUED   

Observations on the phrase “The council”  
In both of these Jeremiah and Job passages, the focus is on humans 
who occasionally get glimpses into God’s heavenly throne room to 
overhear what God is discussing with his council. In the book of Job, 
these words are ironic because while Job of course does not have ac-
cess to the divine council to know why he is suffering, the reader actu-
ally does because of Job chs. 1-2. 

SECTION 3  

When all of these texts are read together, a fairly clear picture 
emerges. God is consistently depicted on his heavenly throne, 
surrounded by his staff-team who participate in discussing and then 
carrying out God’s plans. 

1.  The divine throne room is the place from which Yahweh governs the world 
with his heavenly council, the place where “Yahweh’s decrees directing the 
human community and the divine world are set forth and through whom 
they are communicated or enacted.”  MICHAEL HEISER , “ DIVINE COUNCIL ,”  IN 

DIC TIONARY OF THE OLD TES TA MENT: PROPHE TS , P.  163

2.  This concept helps us to make sense of one popular and puzzling passage  
in Isaiah 6.

3.  Notice that Isaiah is having a vision of the divine throne room and sees 
Yahweh exalted, surrounded by spiritual beings. Then in verse 8, Yahweh 
speaks to represent both himself (“whom shall I send?”) and the divine 
council (“who will go for us?”)

In the year of King Uzziah’s death I saw the Lord sitting on 

a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe fill-

ing the temple. Seraphim stood above Him, each having 

six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he 

covered his feet, and with two he flew. And one called out 

to another and said,

“Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of hosts, 

 The whole earth is the fullness of His glory.”

And the foundations of the thresholds trembled at the 

voice of him who called out, while the temple was filling 

with smoke…. Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, 

“Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, 

“Here am I. Send me!”

ISAIAH 6:1-4,  8



SECTION 4  

In all of these texts we have a positive portrayal of the divine council 
functioning in their ideal role, and notice that it’s parallel to the 
human realm. 

God’s representatives honor their creator and King and 
carry out his purposes in heaven and earth. But the 
biblical story is driven by a plot conflict about a rebellion 
against God in both the heavenly and earthly realms. 

There are actually three significant waves to the rebellion 
explored in Genesis chs. 1-11. Here they are in summary 
form:

The heavenly and earthly rebellions of Genesis 1-11

1.  A rebel divine council member lures God’s images into a rebellion   
GENESIS 2-4

2.  More divine council members rebel and try to restore eternal life to humans 
by impregnating women. GENESIS 6

3.  More divine council members rebel and lure the empire of Babylon into 
a rebellion, giving birth to the scattered nations who worship idol-gods.  

GENESIS 10-11 

SECTION 5  

The Third Rebellion of the Divine Council: Genesis 10-11
1.  After Noah’s sons and their wives get off the ark, we’re told that they divide 

and go their own ways, each becoming a network of people groups that de-
velop their own language.

NOTE  

In episode three of the Spiritual Beings series, we are exploring the third 
rebellion because it’s the least familiar to most Bible readers. We will ex-
plore the first and second rebellions in episode six, The Satan and Demons.

These are the generations of the sons of Noah, Shem, Ham, 

and Japheth. Sons were born to them after the flood. 2 The 

sons of Japheth…  
5 From these the coastland peoples spread in their lands, 

each with his own language, by their clans, in their nations. 
6 The sons of Ham...  
20 These are the sons of Ham, by their clans, their languag-

es, their lands, and their nations. To Shem also, the father 

of all the children of Eber, the elder brother of Japheth, 

children were born.  
22 The sons of Shem.. 
25 To Eber were born two sons: the name of the one was Pe-

leg, for in his days the land was divided (Hebrew: palegu) 

and his brother’s name was Joktan. 
31 These are the sons of Shem, by their clans, their languag-

es, their lands, and their nations.

GENESIS 10:1 ,  2-5 ,  6-20, 21-31



SECTION 5 CONTINUED    

Observations on Genesis 10

a.  The three sons of Noah are listed along with their many descendants 
who make up the 70 nations in this list. But notice that each list ends 
with the phrase “each with their own language” (verses 5, 20, 31). This 
story assumes that the nations are already divided up with their own 
languages. However, this story has not been told yet, because it is 
found in the next chapter, Genesis 11! 

b.  The division of the descendants of Noah is connected to the obscure 
comment in 10:25 that in the days of Peleg “the land was divided.” 
Whatever it was that separated the nations into languages is called a 
“division” in this passage. The division happens in the days of Peleg 
(which means “division” in Hebrew). The reader is left to ponder this 
until one discovers the backstory in Genesis 11, which is about this 
very thing: the scattering and division of the nations.

c.  This leads to the obvious conclusion that Genesis 10-11 are not ar-
ranged in chronological order, but instead have been placed in reverse 
order for a thematic reason: The author wants to present the rebellion 
at Babylon.

2.  The earthly dimension to the rebellion at Babylon GENESIS 11

Observations on Genesis 11

a.  After being exiled from Eden, humanity was forced to go to the east 
(Genesis 3:24), and so too Cain was exiled further east after murder-
ing his brother (Genesis 4:16). So too here, after surviving the flood, 
humanity journeys east and does the opposite of what God told Noah 
after the flood: “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the land” (Genesis 
9:1). Instead of spreading out and filling the land, Noah’s descendants 
do the opposite. They band together in an effort to avoid dispersing.

Now the whole land used the same language and the same 

words. It came about as they journeyed east, that they 

found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. 

They said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks and 

burn them thoroughly.” And they used brick for stone, and 

they used tar for mortar. 

They said, “Come, let us build for ourselves a city, and a 

tower whose top will reach into the heavens, and let us 

make for ourselves a name, otherwise we will be scattered 

abroad over the face of the whole earth.”

The Lord came down to see the city and the tower which the 

sons of men had built.

The Lord said, “Behold, they are one people, and they all have 

the same language. And this is what they began to do, and now 

nothing which they purpose to do will be impossible for them. 

“Come, let us go down and there confuse their language, so 

that they will not understand one another’s speech.”

So the Lord scattered them abroad from there over the face of 

the whole earth; and they stopped building the city. Therefore 

its name was called aBabel, because there the Lord confused 

the language of the whole earth; and from there the Lord scat-

tered them abroad over the face of the whole earth.

GENESIS 11:1-9



SECTION 5 CONTINUED 

b.  The city and tower that they are building is not an average building 
project. The ancient Israelites knew exactly what Babylonian towers 
were all about. They are ziggurat temples, which are symbolic build-
ings designed to be a man-made cosmic mountains. Temples were the 
place where the divine and human realms overlapped. This is why 
they say, “let its top be in the heavens.” This story presents Babylon 
as a human attempt to reverse humanity’s exile from Eden. Babylon 
is an anti-Eden, where humans try to ascend to the skies and assert 
themselves over God’s wisdom and authority.  

c.  This is why God scatters them, resulting in the diverse languages and 
70 scattered nations of Genesis 10. This story is clearly focused on the 
human actors in this story, but the drama of Babylon’s rebellion does 
not end there. 

3.  Moses recalls the scattering of Babylon as a spiritual rebellion alongside the 

human rebellion. Deuteronomy 4 and 32.

Observations on Deuteronomy 4 and 32

a.  In Deuteronomy 4, Moses warns the Israelites who are going into the 
land of Canaan that the nations around them worship animal-gods as 
well as the host of heaven. And notice his remark: God has “allotted” 
these spiritual beings to the nations, so that the nations worship and 
serve them, not the Creator God. In contrast to the nations, is Israel, 
whom Yahweh redeemed in the Exodus story. This raises the question: 
When did the nations get handed over to spiritual beings to worship 
them? Welcome to Deuteronomy 32!

b.  In Deuteronomy 32, Moses recalls an event from the distant past, 
when Yahweh “alloted” the nations. This is a clear reference to Gen-
esis 10-11, the list of 70 nations, and the scattering of Babylon. Moses 
says that this is when Yahweh alloted the 70 nations “according to the 
number of the sons of God,” while he kept Israel for himself as his own 
special portion. 

Remember the days of old, 

 Consider the years of all generations.  

Ask your father, and he will inform you,  

 Your elders, and they will tell you. 

When the Most High (Yahweh) allotted the nations, 

 and set the divisions for the sons of humanity 

He fixed the territories of peoples  

 According to the number of sons of God (sons of elohim) 

For Yahweh’s portion is his people 

 Jacob his own allotment

DEUTERONOMY 32:8-9

Moses to Israel: “Don’t act corruptly and 

make an image for yourselves in the form 

of any figure… And don’t lift up your eyes 

to heaven and see the sun and the moon 

and the stars, all the host of heaven, and 

be drawn away and worship them and serve 

them, those which the Lord your God 

has allotted to all the peoples under the 

whole heaven. But the Lord has taken 

you...to be a people for His own posses-

sion, as today.

DEUTERONOMY 4:16-20



SECTION 5 CONTINUED 

c.  Deuteronomy 32 invites us to link these two stories together and view 
the rebellion and scattering at Babylon as a joint human and spiritual 
rebellion. Humans wanted to build their own pseudo-Eden mountain 
where they’d have access to eternal life, and now we learn that there 
were some sons of God involved as well, who, according to Deuteron-
omy 4, are now being worshiped by the nations. 

d.  This portrait of the scattered nations serving other gods and rebel 
spiritual beings is introduced here in Deuteronomy 4 and 32, and it 
formed the basis for a whole network of passages in the prophets and 
Psalms that develop all of these ideas further.

SECTION 6 

When the prophets after Moses look back to Babylon, they also see 
more to Genesis 11 than just human rebellion. They compare this 
rebellion of human empires to a more ancient spiritual rebellion 
linked with rebel spiritual beings.

1.  Isaiah 13-14: These chapters contain oracles against Babylon that transcend 
the horizon of Isaiah’s own day, when Babylon greatly reduced in size and 
influence. That’s because Isaiah is looking at the bigger “Babylon” of bib-
lical imagery, which is an image for any and all violent nations that don’t 
acknowledge Yahweh.

2.  When Isaiah addresses the “king” of this Babylon, he uses cosmic poetry to 
describe his arrogance and presumption.

Observations on Isaiah 13-14

a.  Behind the earthly empire of Babylon, Isaiah discerns a darker and 
more mysterious spiritual rebel that animates the earthly kingdom. 
This spiritual rebel wanted to ascend to God’s status and authority in-
stead of living under it. 

Your pomp and the music of your harps 

 Have been brought down to Sheol; 

Maggots are spread out as your bed beneath you  

 And worms are your covering.

How you have fallen from the heavens, 

 O star of the morning, son of the dawn!

You have been cut down to the earth,  

 You who have weakened the nations!

But you said in your heart, 

 “I will ascend to heaven;

I will raise my throne above the stars of God, 

 And I will sit on the mount of assembly

 In the far reaches of the north, 

  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds;  

   I will make myself like the Most High.”

Nevertheless you will be thrust down to Sheol, 

 To the recesses of the pit.

ISAIAH 14:11-1 5



SECTION 6 CONTINUED 

b.  Notice that this poetic description of a creature attempting to ascend 
to the heavens and usurp God’s authority (“sit on the mount of assem-
bly”) maps precisely onto the story of the tower of Babylon that was 
made to “have its head in the heavens” (Genesis 11:4). This poem is 
portraying the spiritual dimension of the human-focused story in 
Genesis 11. It’s about one of the “sons of God” who rebels, tries to 
usurp God’s authority, and is cast down. While this sounds a lot like 
Genesis 3, notice that this story is clearly recalling Genesis 11.

3.  Psalm 82: God’s response to the rebellion of the sons of God

Observations on Psalm 82

a.  Psalms 82 is addressing the spiritual rebels whose story is told 
in Genesis 3, 6, and 11. For the moment, let’s simply notice that 
the scene depicts God confronting rebel elohim who are re-
sponsible for injustice towards the poor and vulnerable. This 
is a classic prophetic accusation that the worship of idol gods 
leads to injustice because these gods don’t demand justice or 
holiness from their worshipers (see Amos 1-6).

b.  This poem depicts Yahweh as confronting the rebels spiritual 
beings and assigning them to destruction and death: “You will 
die like humans.” (This is like a hyperlink to Genesis 6:3, where 
God assigns the sons of God to a mortal fate). “And you will fall 
like one of the princes.” (This is a hyperlink to Genesis 3:14-15, 
the humiliation and exile of the snake to dust and death). 

c.  Notice how verse 8 provides a climactic resolution to Genesis 
11. The scattering of Babylon is when God handed over the na-
tions to worship other elohim. In Psalm 82, we learn that these 
elohim led the nations into injustice and death, and so now the 
solution is for God to do for all nations what he did for Israel: 
to rescue them from slavery to human and earthly rebels and 
“possess all the nations.”

NOTE 

Jesus refers to Psalm 82 in John 10:34-36 in a way 
that has led some people to think that the elohim 
in Psalm 82 are human leaders of Israel. But Jesus 
uses Psalm 82 to make the opposite point. He has 
just claimed that he and his heavenly Father are 
one (John 10:30), which angers the Jewish lead-
ers who want to kill him for blasphemy. Jesus re-
sponds by saying that in their own scriptures in 
Psalm 82, God refers to members of the divine 
council as sons of God and as elohim, that is, spir-
itual beings. Jesus then says, “if he called them 
‘gods’ (Greek. theos), what about the one whom 
the Father set apart and sent into the world? Do 

you say, ‘he blasphemes’ because I said, ‘I am the 
Son of God?’” (John 10:34-36). Jesus’ point is that 
he shares in the very identity and status of the 
one God above the divine council. This idea isn’t 
blasphemous for readers of the Bible. The very 
existence of the divine council as sons of elohim 
make it reasonable that there would be one par-
ticular Son of God who is set apart from them and 
who rules as God’s ultimate Son. So then, Jesus’ 
use of Psalm 82 affirms that this poem is about the 
divine council who rebelled. 

God takes His stand in the divine council; 

 In the midst of elohim he renders judgment 

“How long will you judge unjustly  

 And show partiality to the wicked?

Vindicate the weak and fatherless; 

 Do justice to the afflicted and destitute.

Rescue the weak and needy;  

 Deliver them out of the hand of the wicked.”

They do not know nor do they understand; 

 They walk about in darkness;

All the foundations of the earth are shaken. 

 I said, “You are elohim,

And all of you are sons of the Most High. 

 “Nevertheless you will die like humans

And fall like one of the princes.” 

  Arise, O God, judge the earth!

For it is You who possesses all the nations.

PSALM 82



SECTION 7 

The prophetic hope is the downfall of human and spiritual rebels.
1.  There are numerous texts in the Old Testament prophets that view the con-

flict among empires in the human realm as a mirror of conflict among their 
heavenly counterparts. Daniel 10 is a great example.

After Daniel has prayed for God’s mercy upon the remnant of Israel, 
Daniel is visited by an angelic messenger in a dream/vision. 

Observations on Daniel 10

a.  The message given to Daniel reveals the biblical heaven and earth 
worldview, where the empires of our world are each given over to the 
authority of a spiritual rebel who can be called the “prince” of that 
nation. When God is at work to redeem and rescue his people from 
among these nations, the earthly conflict is a mirror of a heavenly one 
as well. 

b. The empire of Babylon lay in ruins by this point in Daniel, so that 
the empires of Persia and Greece are ruling in the present and near 
future. 

c. In the larger scope of the entire book of Dan-
iel, chapter 7 depicted these empires and 
their heavenly representatives as mutant 
beasts that will be toppled when God’s King-
dom is established forever.

5 I lifted my eyes and looked, and behold, there was a 

certain man dressed in linen, whose waist was girded 

with a belt of pure gold of Uphaz. 6 His body also was 

like beryl, his face had the appearance of lightning, his 

eyes were like flaming torches, his arms and feet like the 

gleam of polished bronze, and the sound of his words 

like the sound of a tumult.

11 He said to me, “O Daniel, man of high esteem, under-

stand the words that I am about to tell you and stand 

upright, for I have now been sent to you.” And when 

he had spoken this word to me, I stood up trembling. 12 

Then he said to me, “Do not be afraid, Daniel, for from 

the first day that you set your heart on understanding 

this and on humbling yourself before your God, your 

words were heard, and I have come in response to your 

words. 13 “But the prince of the kingdom of Persia was 

withstanding me for twenty-one days; then behold, 

Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, for 

I had been left there with the kings of Persia.

20 Then he said, “Do you understand why I came to 

you? But I shall now return to fight against the prince 

of Persia; so I am going forth, and behold, the prince 

of Greece is about to come. 21 “However, I will tell you 

what is inscribed in the writing of truth. Yet there is no 

one who stands firmly with me against these forces 

except Michael your prince

DANIEL 10:5-6 ,  11-1 3 ,  20-21

 So it will happen in that day, 

  That the Lord will punish the host of heaven on high,  

   And the kings of the earth on earth.

They will be gathered together 

 Like prisoners in the dungeon,

And will be confined in prison; 

 And after many days they will be punished.

 Then the moon will be abashed and the sun ashamed, 

  For the Lord of hosts will reign on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem,  

   And His glory will be before His elders.

ISAIAH 24:21-23



SECTION 7 CONTINUED  

Observations on Isaiah 24  
This poem is a depiction of the culmination of history, the great Day of 
Yahweh in Isaiah. Notice that God’s justice will confront both earthly 
and heavenly rebels and that the spiritual powers are called the host 
of heaven. Notice also that in 24:23, we see the sun and moon being 
ashamed in comparison to the light and glory of Yahweh that will per-
vade the new creation. 

SECTION 8 

The conclusion to the Hebrew Scriptures depiction of rebels  
from among the divine council.

1.  When all of the above texts are coordinated, we can see a picture of spiritual 
evil that resembles what we find in the New Testament as well. The biblical 
authors are aware of powers of evil that work on the corporate levels of hu-
man societies and nations, an idolatry that distorts humans and ruins social 
institutions when they don’t acknowledge the one true God.

2.  Notice how frequent the images of power, the skies, and royal rule are used: 
princes and kingdoms (Daniel 10), the host of the heavens (Deuteronomy 4, 
Isaiah 14, 24), the rulers of the sky (Genesis 1). Human kingdoms are por-
trayed as enslaved to the worship of these powers in and through their idol-
atrous worship of the forces of nature and the stars. 

3.  When God’s Kingdom comes in power, these powers will need to be con-
fronted and dethroned. This is precisely the mission Jesus saw himself ful-
filling.

SECTION 9

Jesus’ testing in the wilderness
1.  After Jesus was baptized, he went immediately into the wilderness and was 

tested by the ultimate spiritual rebel, who has authority over the kingdoms 
of the world.

Again, the slanderer took Him to a very high mountain and 

showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory; and 

he said to Him, “All these things I will give You, if You fall down 

and worship me.” Then Jesus said to him, “Go away, satan! For it is 

written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only.’”

Then the slanderer *left Him; and behold, angels came and began 

to serve Him.

M AT THEW 4:8-11



SECTION 9 CONTINUED 

2.  After Jesus’ initial resistance against the spiritual power at work behind the 
corruption of human kingdoms, Jesus launches his announcement of God’s 
Kingdom. And it all led up to his conflict with these same human and spiri-
tual powers in Jerusalem.

Observation  
Notice that when Jesus views the Jerusalem temple establishment 
coming to arrest him, he sees a spiritual dimension of evil at work 
in and through these human authorities. He calls it “the power of 
darkness.” This is the same view we encountered in Deuteronomy 32, 
Isaiah 13-14, 24, and Daniel 10. Corrupt human kingdoms have been 
hijacked as expressions of cosmic spiritual evil. 

SECTION 10

Jesus’ death as orchestrated by human and spiritual powers
1.  The later apostles viewed Jesus’ crucifixion as primarily the result of spiri-

tual evil powers that had enslaved humans through idolatry of power.

Observation  
In this passage, Paul has fused the spiritual and human power struc-
tures together in their guilt and accountability for the death of Jesus. 
It is precisely human institutions that worshiped the idols of religious 
tradition and national security (the temple establishment and the Ro-
man governor) that crucified Jesus. But the ultimate fault lay with the 
“rulers of the age” to whom the human rulers give their allegiance.

2.  The apostles describe Jesus’ death as a victory over these powers.

Observation  
The crucifixion of Jesus was actually his victory over the human and 
spiritual power structures who killed him. Jesus didn’t exert his power 
based on the idolatrous values systems that enslave our earthly power 
structures. Rather, he allowed the rebellious powers to kill him, so 
that he could expose their ultimate weakness and powerlessness in 
comparison to the life-creating power of the Creator. 

Then Jesus said to the chief priests and 

officers of the temple and elders, who 

had come out against him,

“Have you come out with swords and 

clubs as you would against a robber? 

“While I was with you daily in the temple, 

you did not lay hands on Me; but this 

hour belongs to you, and to the power of 

darkness.”

LUKE 22:52-53

We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but 

not the wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming 

to nothing. No, we declare God’s wisdom, a mystery that has been hid-

den and that God destined for our glory before time began. None of the 

rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they would not have 

crucified the Lord of glory

1 CORINTHIANS 2:6-8

And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public 

spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross. 

COLOSSIANS 2:1 5



SECTION 11

Jesus’ resurrection as victory over the powers
1.  God’s love and power to generate life out of death is real power, which was 

demonstrated when Jesus was raised from the dead. 

a.  Notice the connection between the risen Jesus’ authority over heaven 
and earth together. This is precisely the rule that humanity was des-
tined for according to Genesis 1 and Psalm 8. Now that Jesus has been 
exalted to that place of divine rule, his authority over the spiritual and 
human powers is shown by going to all nations.

b.  Remember in Genesis 11 (and Deuteronomy 32), God handed the na-
tions over to rebellious spiritual powers. Here in Matthew 28, Jesus is 
announcing that he is the one who will repossess the nations to be-
come part of God’s Kingdom. The resurrection and exaltation of Jesus 
is the ultimate reversal of Genesis 11. 

SECTION 12

The powers and authorities in Paul’s writing.
1.  In the mind of the apostle Paul, the ultimate opposition that fol-

lowers of Jesus face is the spiritual “powers and authorities.” 

a.  When Paul imagines the real enemy facing Jesus’ people, 
he speaks of the same rebels of the divine council portrayed 
in the Hebrew scriptures. The idolatrous powers that ani-
mate the kingdoms of this world are the real culprit, not the 
humans who are enslaved to their ideologies and values. SEE 

SCRIP TURE TO THE RIGHT.

b.  This is why the type of resistance Paul advocates for is a 
subversion of normal warfare. He commends the nonvio-
lent resistance that imitates the character traits of the mes-
sianic King from Isaiah. The divine armor listed here is all 
adapted from various texts in Isaiah that describe the rule 
of the Messiah (Isaiah 11:5; 59:16-17). 

That power is the same as the mighty 

strength he exerted when he raised 

Christ from the dead and seated him at 

his right hand in the heavenly realms, 

far above all rule and authority, power 

and dominion, and every name that is 

invoked, not only in the present age but 

also in the one to come.

EPHESIANS 1:20-23

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 

me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations...

M AT THEW 28:18-19

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty 

power. Put on the full armor of God, so that you can 

take your stand against the schemes of the slander-

er. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, 

but against the rulers, against the authorities, 

against the powers of this dark world and against 

the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 

Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when 

the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand 

your ground, and after you have done everything, 

to stand. Stand firm then, with the belt of truth 

buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of 

righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with 

the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 

In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with 

which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of 

the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the 

sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

EPHESIANS 6:10-17



SECTION 13

The defeat of the powers when God’s Kingdom comes
1.  Paul describes the transition of our world into a new creation with language 

that describes the defeat of the cosmic powers that have enslaved our world 
to violence and death.

Paul envisions the day when the new creation comes under the direct 
rule of its creator and the new humanity he has appointed to reign 
over it, namely Christ and his people. This means that the rebels of 
the divine council, the powers and authorities, must be dethroned and 
removed to open the way for a new future in a recreated heaven and 
earth. 

For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. But 

each in turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those 

who belong to him. Then the end will come, when he hands 

over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed 

all dominion, authority and power. For he must reign until 

he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be 

destroyed is death. For he “has put everything under his feet.”

1 CORINTHIANS 1 5:22-27
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