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Welcome

It is winter in Portland, which means long
stretches of grey, wet days. Winter is our
city’s secret weapon. These long, dreary
months keep Portland from overpopulating. Many people just can’t handle the
weather. But more than that, the gloom
brings with it a chill of melancholy and
introspection. The entire city curls up
indoors and begins to think about life and
its meaning. We find this time redeeming;
it keeps us reflective and honest.
At the same time, most Portlanders have
to admit that the dark winters can come
with dark emotions, but there’s an upside.
Looking out at the rain offers a chance to
remember that these conditions are the
very thing that keeps the Oregon landscape green and vibrant all year round.
And as we look inward, we remember that
spring, the season of new life, is coming
and that darkness is not the final word.
These seasonal rhythms are telling a story

with a plotline similar to the grand biblical
narrative. In Portland, Resurrection
Sunday usually coincides with loads of
new blossoming flowers and fresh green
leaves. It makes the winters worth it.
So as we near the end of this winter,
it’s with great pleasure that we release
our second issue of The Bible Project
Quarterly to you. In this issue we look
back at the ambitious project we began
a few years ago, to make a visual diagram
of the literary design and main themes
of every biblical book. We called it “Read
Scripture.” The genesis of this project is a
story of unexpected new friendships and
a front row seat to God’s own generosity
and creativity. We hope you enjoy paging
through this issue of The Quarterly, which
gives a behind-the-scenes look at how
the Read Scripture videos and posters
came together.
WITH LOVE,
JON & TIM

The Latest
The Bible Project wants
to help make the biblical
story available to
everyone everywhere.
We want to create content that deepens
your understanding of Scripture, but
it’s just as important to us to make that
information simple, clear, and accessible.
We’re proud to announce three new ways
to engage with our content that will be
coming in the next couple of months.

Video Thumb Drive
We just finished prototyping a new and
improved thumb drive that has all of
our videos in HD format and associated
resources such as study notes and posters
all in maximum resolution. The new thumb
drive has been given a small update in style,
as well as more space and better components. Also, when you order a thumb drive,
you’ll get access to all of our HD downloads
for life! We’ll have this in stock soon!

The Bible Project TV App
We wanted to be able to make it easy to
scan through all of our latest videos, series,
and custom playlists without all the other
distractions of YouTube. We also wanted to
optimize our videos for those using larger
viewing devices, such as televisions.
For those who have a Generation 4 or 5
Apple TV with access to the app store,
you’ll soon be able to download our Apple
TV app for free! We will likely make the app
available on other devices, such as Roku, at
a later date.

Web App Bible Reader
We have over 50,000 people reading
through the Bible with us at any given time
and over 350,000 people engaging with
our content on our website every month. In
the coming weeks, we will be launching an
in-app reader that will allow you to quickly
and seamlessly access the Bible in three
different translations, no matter where
you are on our website. You can highlight
verses and make notes quickly and easily,
and you can even pull up references when
reading a blog.

For the latest news and updates, sign up for our
email newsletter at thebibleproject.com or follow
us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter.

HISTORY

History of Read Scripture
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In the fall of 2012, Tim
Mackie and Jon Collins
started talking through
a plan. There was a
dream to make short
videos that explained
every book of the Bible.
It was a big undertaking,
but the guys were ready
to take on this project,
even if, as they first
suspected, it took
ten years.

Tim had been breaking down individual books of the Bible for years in his
teaching and in his existing Bible in Five
videos. These were simple videos with
Tim in front of a whiteboard sketching
out the structure of biblical books. But
Jon had an idea to make these videos
theatrical and artistic and present them
in a way that would allow them to really
come alive.
So Tim and Jon joined forces with a
few illustrators and got to work on this
ten year plan to make a video for every
book of the Bible. The YouTube channel
launched in May 2014 with the Genesis
Part 1 and Heaven and Earth videos. They
diligently chipped away at the sixty-six
books of Scripture, taking about three
months to make each video.
The guys were building a following online
and starting to find their groove as a small
animation studio when a friend of Tim’s,
Dave Lomas, shared the videos with his
friend, Francis Chan. Francis Chan is an
author and a former pastor, and he runs
the non-profit Crazy Love, as well as a
network for church planters called We
Are Church. Francis loved the videos, and
in January 2015, he reached out to Tim
and Jon with an even crazier idea.
He wanted to use the videos as a teaching
tool for We Are Church because he had
a passion for making this rich theological
knowledge accessible for people in the
church and those dreaming of vocational
ministry without them having to attend
seminary. He saw the resources that were
being created at The Bible Project as a
great tool, so he asked the guys if they
could make a video for every book in the
Bible in a year.

Francis brought some great ideas to the
table that ultimately helped form the
Read Scripture series. They decided to
form a co-brand for the Read Scripture
videos, so that they would merge seamlessly with Francis’ ministry, and they also
decided on a distinct style of illustration.
Tim and Jon had played around with the
idea of keeping the basic format of Tim’s
Bible in Five videos and having Tim on
screen walking through the structure
of the books. Francis didn’t want the
project to be personality-driven or to be
attached to any one person. He wanted
the Read Scripture series to live on no
matter what happened to his ministries or
The Bible Project. The guys got to work
on Romans Part 1, the pilot video in this
newly branded Read Scripture series. Tim
and Jon recalled the crazy two weeks
in which they made the Romans video
with fond nostalgia. This was an incredibly accelerated pace for them, but they
made it happen.
Francis loved the Romans video, and
from there, they hit the ground running,
with just eighteen months to complete
the project. As Francis and his team got
to work on developing the Read Scripture
app, the pressure was on to keep up
with the people who were using this
curriculum and reading plan, awaiting
more videos.
The process for each video would start
with a rough sketch by Tim, who was also
reading about two to three commentaries
per video. Tim had to learn to consolidate
the big themes and ideas in the books
of Scripture. Jon’s sweet spot is making
big ideas into simple and easy-to-digest

concepts, which was a big focus of these
videos. They didn’t want these videos
to end up being twenty minutes long.
The end product is a true collaboration
between these two guys and their unique
set of skills.
But to make these beautifully and professionally illustrated videos what they are,
they needed more than just the two of
them. In the early days, Tim and Jon would
sit with Art Director, Robert Perez, as he
drew out each video, making adjustments
along the way and fleshing out Tim’s
original rough sketches. Mac Cooper also
illustrated a few of these videos, and then
the guys brought on Everett Patterson,
who ended up illustrating the majority
of the Read Scripture videos. Tim would
meet with Everett every week and a half
to turn his sketches into the final videos.
They were also making theme videos
alongside the Read Scripture series, and
things became a little hectic. Halfway
through the project, they brought on
Miriam Chesbro, The Bible Project’s
producer, who helped everything stay
organized and on schedule.
The poster images of each book that you
see fully drawn out at the end of each
video took on a life of their own after a
while. Everyone on the team thought they
looked awesome as posters, and they
started hanging them around the office.
Ken Weigel had the idea to give these
posters away to monthly subscribers,
kind of a NPR-style donor incentive. At
the time, there was a steadily growing
number of monthly supporters, but the
idea for the posters gave them a huge
surge in monthly supporters, and it was

crucial for allowing them to move on to
more projects and videos and keep this
dream alive.
6 — H istory

Monthly supporters were receiving these
posters, printed on this cool paper, as a
special gift from The Bible Project. But
a core value of this team was to make
resources available for free, so the guys
wanted to make the posters a part of
that. You can still download these posters
for free on their website, and there’s
even a behind-the-scenes video on their
YouTube channel that shows you how to
print them out yourself.

TOP ROW, LEFT TO RIGHT:
TIM’S BIBLE IN FIVE SERIES
WALL OF RS POSTERS IN TBP STUDIO
JEREMY TEARING RS POSTER AFTER PRINTING
FOIL STAMPING PROCESS OF RS COFFEE TABLE BOOK

BOT TOM ROW, LEFT TO RIGHT:
JON & TIM EXPLAINING HOW TO GET A RS POSTER
REVELATION PREMIERE EVENT

People were pretty enthusiastic about
these posters, seen in both the growth
of monthly supporters and from those
downloading the posters on the website.
It was also the first real departure from
their previous digital-only content. The
guys learned a lot along the way as they
transitioned into more print material.
The posters had started to stack up in
the office, and in 2016, Jon came in
with the idea to compile them all into a
coffee table book alongside the scripts
from the videos and some of Tim’s
preliminary sketches.
The first big problem they ran into was
finding a printer who would print these
large format coffee table books that they
had in mind. Jon passed that task off to
Miriam after being unable to find one, and
she was able to track down a printer all
the way in China who could print these
books. She went to China to check out
the production and printing, and the
team got to see another big idea become
a reality.

In early 2017, they brought on a layout
designer who started putting together
this book, as Tim got to work on trimming
down the video scripts to make it all
come together. In June 2017, the team
launched a Kickstarter campaign to
fund the printing and production of the
coffee table book, Illustrated Summaries
of Biblical Books. They were all totally
blown away by the response they saw,
and they exceeded their Kickstarter goal
of $100,000 in under four days! They had
9,027 people pledge a total of $613,251.
The team didn’t anticipate this kind of
interest, and they quickly ran out of their
first run inventory and had to do a second
run to fulfill all of the Kickstarter pledges.
The generous and enthusiastic people
like you, who watch, and read, and listen
to the stuff they put out, continues to
totally blow them away.

The Read Scripture series, and all of its
offshoots, wouldn’t exist without people
like you. Those who have supported The
Bible Project financially, with views and
shares online, and in prayer have made
this happen, and you continue to make
this project possible. You’ve given Tim,
Jon and the whole team the greatest
job in the world, and hearing of the ways
in which you’ve encountered the story
of Jesus in a new way is the absolute
best part.

M A K E N Z I E H A L B E R T-H O W E N

GALLERY

The Read Scripture Universe
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BY EVERET T PAT TERSON

With so much content
to cover, it was at times
a challenge to make
the art for the Read
Scripture series cohesive
and engaging. While
there was no official
style guide for Read
Scripture, our artists
followed a few simple
practices, so that each
video was unique but
also fit within the rest
of the series.

Illustration
Read Scripture videos mimic the experience of watching a lecturer draw on a
chalkboard as he talks, only the drawings
are a hundred times more epic! Still, we
never want to embellish the art so much
that it shatters the illusion or distracts
from the explanation. The amount of
detail in costumes, architecture, and
anatomy is deliberately restrained.
Except for the occasional red “teacher’s note,” black and gray are the only
colors used. A digital brush of uniform
width gives the art that “magic marker”
look,
intentionally
avoiding
fluid,
painterly lines.
Over time, a standard Read Scripture
human being developed: black dots for
eyes, sharp angles for the knees and
elbows, no distinct fingers or toes except
in close-up. Depending on the context,
a person can be a realistic seven to eight
heads tall, or have cartoonier proportions of only four or five heads tall. Hair
is usually filled in solid black without
internal detail, except for regal, braided
beards like Nebuchadnezzar’s! (Bearded
men have white mouths in the tradition
of Captain Haddock from Hergé’s Tintin
comics). Virtually all characters in Read
Scripture wear sandals–five or six black
lines slashed hastily across the shins.

1 0 — G allery

Character emotions are larger-than-life, with vaudevillian body language and facial expressions. Fear
becomes terror, anger becomes rage, and happiness
becomes jubilation. Because the videos skip from
subject to subject at such a fast pace, every smile or
grimace needs to be cartoonishly exaggerated, so that
the main idea “reads” instantly before the voice-over
moves on.
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We use the large, “Where’s Waldo” crowd scenes to
convey the movements of people, like from Israel to
Babylon, but also to show change through time. For
instance, while people on the left of a crowd practice
idolatry, people in the middle are reconsidering, while
people on the right convert to true worship.

Book titles
Each video begins with its title inside an unfurled
scroll. Most of the time, the title is written in a
simple font chosen for bold, graphical appeal, but
sometimes the styling refers more directly to the
content of the book.
This can be done in an obvious way, like when
the prophet Joel’s name is being eaten by locusts.
The name “Haggai” is built out of stacked stones,
since Haggai was encouraging Israel to rebuild the
destroyed temple. The title of “Lamentations” is
drawn to look like shattered glass because it’s all
about Israel’s broken state, physical and emotional.
Other times, the effect can be more subtle.
“Numbers” is scrawled in dry paint to suggest both
the dusty conditions of life in the wilderness and
the frayed nerves of the travelers. The dark splatters
of “Nahum” evoke the black ink poured out by the
poet, but also the violent evisceration of Nineveh,

“the city built on innocent blood.” The name of
the prophet Malachi is spliced by arrows pointing
in contrary directions, since the book is formatted
as a back-and-forth dispute between the people
and God. The loopy spirals incorporated into “The
Letters of John” mainly refer to John’s rhetorical
technique of “amplification,” looping back to
repeated concepts and metaphors for emphasis, but
the lively curly-cues also seem to suit the author’s
effusive personality.
Choosing a style for the title of “Revelation” was
challenging. We settled on a ransom-note collage,
in which each letter is borrowed from a previous
Read Scripture video. The book of Revelation itself
seems like manic chaos at first glance, until you
realize the author is adapting poetic imagery from
all over the rest of the Bible.

The approach of diagramming the books of the
Bible with numbered squares and rectangles,
which Tim Mackie first adopted as a student at
Multnomah University, is the foundation of the
Read Scripture series. Before any text or art is
created, Tim and the illustrators need to find a way
to depict the structure of the book with geometric
clarity. Taken in at a glance, these layouts can
make plain organizational structures that the
biblical authors have built into their writings,
but that doesn’t necessarily mean every book is
rigidly organized!

ESTHER

DANIEL

JONAH

SONG OF SONGS

THE GOSPEL OF JOHN

EPHESISANS

REVELATION
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Panel layout

Paper texture

ALL ART IS DRAWN IN GRAYSCALE

FULL PAPER TEXTURE IMAGE: 11,783PX WIDE, 6492PX TALL

FROM RUTH CH. 2

Though some viewers have assumed that
Read Scripture is the product of ink on
paper, it’s actually a digital creation from
start to finish. The “parchment” background is a high-resolution photographic
texture laid transparently over all the
other art. We chose it as a way of differentiating our videos from similar “explainer”
videos that use a white dry-erase board
backdrop. The brown paper is reminiscent
of a traditional Torah scroll, but sparkling
and new instead of old and weathered.
It was important that the paper looked
good up close, peppered with tiny gold
flecks and fibers, for when the focus
zoomed in on a particular detail. But it
was also important that it didn’t confuse
or distract from the artwork when the
focus pulled out.

R S V _ S T A N D A R D SUBHEADINGS, SCRIPTURE QUOTATIONS

aBbCcDdEeFfGgHhIiJjKkLlMmNnOoPpQqRrSsTtUuVvWwXxYyZz!&?�
R S V _ B O L D CHAPTER HEADINGS
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AaBbCcDdEeFfGgHhIiJjKkLlMmNnOoPpQqRrSsTtUuVvWwXxYyZz&
R S V _ O U T L I N E EXTRA EMPHASIS

ABCdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz&
R S V _ N U M B E R S O U T L I N E CHAPTER NUMBERS (OR VERSE NUMBERS IN SHORT BOOKS)

0)!122#3$4%5^6&7*8(9:;_R S V _ N U M B E R S VERSE NUMBERS

o0!122#3$4%5^67y*8i9&()/,:;_Text
For the first few Read Scripture videos
(Joshua, Judges, Hebrews, Matthew),
all text was handwritten. We quickly
realized that we could save a lot of time
and minimize the differences between
illustrators by creating a few handwriting-based fonts.

THE BIBLE PROJECT
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Even though it’s convenient, relying too
much on standard fonts can lead to a
monotone or cookie-cutter appearance,
so we always intersperse it with lots of
original text drawn “from scratch.”

TOP LEFT: EXODUS 15
TOP RIGHT: GOG, EZEKIEL 38-39
BOT TOM RIGHT: JONAH 2

Read Scripture
You can watch these videos and download
the posters for free on our website.
THEBIBLEPRO JEC T.COM
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2017 in Review
1 8 — S tudio

BY JON COLLINS

We finished our fourth
year as a project and
can’t believe what God
has done by pulling
us all together. God is
creating a wave, and we
get to ride it.

4/5
HOLY SPIRIT
40,999

We are seeing a movement of people
coming to the Scriptures with awe and
excitement. And ultimately, we believe
that the more the Bible captures our
imaginations and points us to Jesus, the
more we can find a way of life that is
unexpectedly beautiful.
Every year Tim and I get asked, “how long
until you finish the project?” We never
quite know how to answer that question.
In one sense, we know this project can be
finished. It started with an ambitious, yet
finite number of video ideas that Tim had
scratched out into a spreadsheet. Yet, at
the same time, our vision for the project
continues to grow. Everytime we check
a video off the list, it is replaced with
another one. And as we think about our
vision, which is to change the paradigm
5/11
STORY OF
THE BIBLE

Biggest Days of 2017

33,347

2/16

4/12

WHAT IS THE BIBLE?

JOB

26,787

27,563

6/1

6/22

YHWH-LORD

LITERARY STYLES

29,016

IN THE BIBLE
28,374
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6/4
JOB
3/24
SHEMA-LISTEN
20,043

22,292

Top 5 Videos
THE BOOK OF JOB: 6,129,567
		

RS REVELATION 1-11: 3,314,965

				
			
				

for how we encounter Scripture, we can’t
help but dream up other creative ways to
support it.
So when will this project be over? We don’t
know! We are happy taking it one year at
a time and are excited for each new video
we will put out in 2018. We are working
on new theme videos such as “The Exile,”
“The Family of God,” and a video I’m realizing is one of our most ambitious videos
yet, looking at God’s identity as threein-one. On top of theme videos, we are
continuing to work through books of the
Bible. We are animating the book of Acts
in three parts, looking at how the way of
Jesus exploded throughout the known
world guided by the Holy Spirit. We are
going to add another half dozen episodes
to our “How To Read the Bible Series,”
and we’ll be releasing many more word
study videos.

RS GENESIS 1-11: 2,829,207
HOLINESS: 2,813,421
RS: JOSHUA: 2,812,507

But we aren’t just making videos for
the sake of making videos. One of our
favorite things to hear is that people are
excited about reading the Bible again or
for the first time. In 2017, 80,000 people
read through the Bible with us either
on the Read Scripture app or via our
email reminders.
We started as a YouTube channel thinking
about reaching people like us – westerners straddling the Gen X and Millenial
worlds, curious and often confounded
by our Scriptures. But over the years, we
have seen that the videos reach a much
wider audience, from children to our
elders, from followers of Jesus to those
just interested, from our corner of the
world to every corner of the world.

10/27
JUSTICE
33,641

9/1
LEV-HEART
29,286

7/21
AHAVAH-LOVE
23,255

NOTE:

The stats in this section
are all from our main
YouTube account.
There is data from
other platforms like
Facebook, YouVersion,
and Vimeo that is not
represented here. Also,
while all these numbers
are exact, some of
the charts are artistic
representations and not
meant to be precise.
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Seriously, every corner of the world!
Nearly half of our views are international.
For example, in 2017 we had 100,000
views in Nigeria and 1.5 million views in
Indonesia. And surprisingly, we discovered that a few brave people in North
Korea are watching us on YouTube, who
knew that was even possible! So last
year we hired a full-time Translations
Coordinator and put aside a good chunk
of money to get our videos localized into
other languages.

750,000

A lot of discussion and research goes into
every one of our videos, and we make
some of that available to listen to through
our podcast. We’ve found that a lot of
you are spending some quality time with
us in your ears! What happens is before
we start scripting anything, Tim and I sit
down to discuss his notes at length. It is

like a private seminary lecture and one
of my favorite parts of the job. It seemed
a bit selfish for me to hoard this time all
to myself, so we started recording those
conversations and releasing them on our
podcast. In 2017, we got into a rhythm
where we could release a new episode
almost every week, and we plan to
continue doing so this year.
One more thing to let you know about is
that at the end of last year, we had the
opportunity to move our studio into a
local church building. The church, Imago
Dei Community, was gifted a piece of
property in the center of Portland years
ago, and they are passing on that generosity by creating space for us here. We
renovated a wing of their gym and made it
our own. If you find yourself in Portland,
we’d love to show you around.
We love producing videos, and we pinch
ourselves that we are able to put our
heads down and continue to build out
this video library. Please pray for us that
we can stay focused, and let’s celebrate
together what God is up to.

500,000

Viewership Demographics
F E M A L E 3 6 % 			 M A L E

64%
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Top 10 Videos from 2017 B Y

LEV - HEART

LITERARY ST YLES IN THE BIBLE

AHAVAH - LOVE

JUSTICE

DAY OF THE LORD

YHWH - LORD

SHEMA - LISTEN

THE STORY OF THE BIBLE

WHAT IS THE BIBLE

H O LY S P I R I T
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250,000

VIEWS

13-17

3 . 6 % 			

13-17

2.8%

18-24

2 6 % 			

18-24

2 4 % 		

25-34

3 4 % 			

25-34

3 9 % 		

34-44

1 6 % 			

34-44

1 8 % 		

45-54

1 1 % 			

45-54

9 . 1 % 		

55+

8 . 5 % 			

55+

7 . 1 % 		

Views by Device

Translations

Views by Country

M O B I L E 		

15,016,699

GERMAN: 31

COMPUTER

11,490,369

SPANISH: 19

T A B L E T 		

3,211,366

CHINESE CANTONESE: 77

T V 		

2,138,005

INDONESIAN:67

GAME CONSOLE

579,907

VIETNAMESE: 11

USA
UK
PHILIPPINES
CANADA
AUSTR ALIA
INDIA
S. AFRICA
SINGAPORE
INDONESIA
BRAZIL
M A L AY S I A
S .KORE A
NEW ZEAL AND
GERMANY
NETHERL ANDS
UAE
MEXICO
HONG KONG
K E N YA
TRINIDAD
FR ANCE
JAMAICA
SWEDEN
ROMANIA
TA I WA N
J A PA N
NIGERIA
SAUDI AR ABIA
N O R WAY
SWITZERL AND
THAIL AND
COLOMBIA
IREL AND
I TA LY
FINL AND
S PA I N
GHANA
BELGIUM
PUERTO RICO
POL AND
Q ATA R
AUSTRIA
ISRAEL
ARGENTINA
DENMARK
CHILE
H U N G A RY
DOM. REPUBLIC
C R O AT I A
VIETNAM
ZIMBABWE
PORTUGAL
C O S TA R I C A
BAHAMAS
EGYP T
CZECHIA
NAMIBIA
UKRAINE
BARBADOS
K U WA I T
GREECE
TA N Z A N I A
S L O VA K I A
RUSSIA
PERU
PA K I S TA N
SERBIA
CAMBODIA
G U AT E M A L A
TURKEY
N E PA L
SRI L ANK A
BULG ARIA
ZAMBIA
HONDURAS
MAURITIUS
G U YA N A
B O T S WA N A
VENEZUEL A
SURINAME
ECUADOR
PA N A M A
BAHRAIN
LEBANON
GUAM
UG ANDA
UNKNOWN
ETHIOPIA
OMAN
BANGL ADESH
LITHUANIA
FIJI
L AT V I A
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YHWH - LORD
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YAHK AL - HOPE
WHAT IS THE BIBLE?
THE STORY OF THE BIBLE
LITERARY ST YLES IN THE BIBLE
THE BIBLE A S JEWISH MEDITATION LITER ATURE
PLOT IN BIBLIC AL NARR ATIVE
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B Y M A K E N Z I E H A L B E R T-H O W E N

When The Bible Project
started, it was with
the vision that all
people could begin to
understand the Bible
better and see it as
a unified story that
leads to Jesus. Through
the response from so
many of our viewers
and donors, we are
beginning to see that
original vision play out.

We asked our audience how they’ve used
the Read Scripture series, specifically,
in their lives, homes, communities, and
churches, and it was amazing to see how
our viewers are using these resources
creatively. Most of our viewers spoke
in-depth about a new understanding of
Scripture that has made the story of Jesus
and his heart for the world come alive in
a fresh way. This embrace of the story of
Jesus has lead to incredible life change;
we’re hearing stories of people being
led to Jesus for the first time as they
encounter the Bible and people who’ve
known Jesus their entire lives being
revived, as they begin to see Scripture
click for the first time.
Some of the main ways many of you are
using the Read Scripture series is in the
context of your churches. The videos are
being used as a tool to introduce a new
book for Bible studies and small groups,
or as a way to bolster discussions on
biblical themes. Many more of you are
using the videos as a way to introduce
your kids to biblical concepts and start
family conversations about following
Jesus. We heard from many teachers who
are using the videos in their classrooms
with kids of all ages, explaining how the
way these videos don’t shy away from big
questions seems to cater to curious or
questioning kids and young adults.
We also heard from a bunch of you who
are using these videos, and the available
translations, on the mission field, and
you’re seeing people all over the world
come to know the unified story of Jesus.

That is incredible! Even those who are
not overseas have told us that they
have gained a clearer understanding of
Scripture, which has given them confidence to share their faith with others.
We can’t express how thankful we are
that these videos have made it onto the
screens of so many people from around
the world, and we hope to continue
making useful resources for all of you.
We heard about a church in Minnesota
incorporating the Read Scripture videos
in a pretty unique way, and we got to sit
down and chat with them more about it.
Matthew Molesky serves as Senior Pastor
for Calvary Community Church in St.
Cloud, Minnesota. Pastor Matthew was
trained to preach in an expositional style,
which means teaching from Scripture
verse-by-verse. Pastor Matthew said
that their church might be in a particular
section of Scripture, like the books of
Luke and Acts, for four or five years. It’s
an incredibly thorough and detailed way
of digging into the Bible, but about five
or six years ago, he started to grow in his
interest of looking at Scripture as one big
picture, zooming out to see the whole
story with a different focus.
Pastor Matthew talked to us a lot about
what he has learned from the book of
Acts, and one verse in particular, Acts
20:27, which states, “For I did not shrink
from declaring to you the whole counsel
of God.” Matthew had always understood
this to mean that the Bible was instructing
us to teach every book of Scripture, but
he began to see that the “whole counsel”
may be in reference to the complete
story of Scripture.
Curious about this new way of looking
at Scripture, he began leading his family
through the Read Scripture videos as
part of their worship time. From there,
he decided to show them to the elders of

HALLIE

I created a program called Bible180 through
my blog, which is a community of people who
choose to dedicate the first 180 days of the
year to reading the whole Bible. I use the Read
Scripture video series to introduce each book
of the Bible as we read it, so people are able
to follow the overall storyline of Scripture more
easily. See more at www.halliewrites.com

ARYEL

On the mission field they have been an amazing
resource! My husband and I first started using
the videos on the mission field when the
project was still very new. We were so excited
to find the video on the Messiah, and we used
it often in a meeting we would hold every week
to share the Gospel with youth in London. Now
we live in Romania, and the subtitled videos
have been amazing to share with people here.
We are so thankful because now we have these
amazing resources that so clearly communicate our heart, and we can use them so easily
around the world.

TODD

In 2016, I read and recorded the Bible out loud
with my two sons following The Bible Project
daily plan. We watched all the videos along the
way. The boys ask to go back to the videos all
the time. Currently, we are using the Gospel
videos as we are studying John together. The
boys’ friends wanted to make recordings too
and helped out. We finished a complete audio
Bible in a year.

THE BIBLE PROJECT

|

Q U A R T E R LY

JONATHAN

Our boys are five and six, and they have been
able to learn and retain so much. Most importantly, they have a greater love for the stories
and truths in Scripture and have been able to
connect them back to Jesus. Our boys have
been able to get a fuller story of God’s plan
of redemption and, just as important, a desire
to know more of God through Scripture. They
love art, so the imagination and creativity of
the videos helps to further ingrain the information. This was not the case for me growing
up, as many of the resources as a child did not
connect the passages and stories of the Bible.
The videos have taught us so much as adults as
well. I am thankful for this series and for what it
has done for our family.

his church, in hopes that they might be
as interested in this tool as he was. The
elders and Pastor Matthew agreed that
the Read Scripture videos might be a great
way to inspire a new interest and passion
for the Bible, and they thought this new
focus, a different paradigm of seeing
the Bible as a unified story that leads to
Jesus, might allow them to understand
Scripture better. As a church, they wanted
to overcome the disconnect of a culture
awash in Bibles, but not saturated in the
Scriptures themselves. Pastor Matthew
wanted his congregation to see the Bible
as something that could be understood,
something that could change their lives,
but he wasn’t sure how to do that beyond
just telling people to read it.
So this January, Pastor Matthew began
leading his congregation through what
they call, The Whole Story. He set out to
create an entire Read Scripture experience that went beyond reading a passage
and watching a video. He wanted to
use the The Bible Project’s resources to
immerse the people in his church fully
in the story of the Bible. The process
of building this experience began with
planning out sermons for each Sunday
that would take the church through the
entire Bible. There are about sixty-three
messages according to this plan. They
are also using the Read Scripture app, so
that everyone can read along as a church,
but people can also go at their own pace.
The plan is to watch each Read Scripture
video as they go through the Bible
together. They have also printed out Read
Scripture posters for the children to use
as coloring pages too.
The church has also created The Whole
Story resource center. This is a place for
people in the congregation to ask questions about what they are reading and find
extra materials to help them dig deeper.
The resource center has two pastors

available to talk through any questions,
study guides from The Bible Project, a
copy of the Illustrated Summaries of
Biblical Books (our coffee table book!),
multiple translations of the Bible, and
other useful resources. As a church, they
are fully committed to this in-depth study
of Scripture, and they are aiming to make
it accessible for everyone, no matter their
familiarity with Scripture.
Now, imagine if you were visiting this
church for the first time and you walked
into a really in-depth sixty-three-week
Bible study. That could be kind of intimidating, but Pastor Matthew wanted
everyone to feel like they could jump into
this experience at any point. That’s a big
reason behind the resource center, but
beyond that, the church plans to publish
blog posts with links to online resources,
and they also include a story section
in the bulletin to help orient people
week-to-week with where they are at in
the study.
It’s awesome to see how Pastor Matthew
and his congregation are creatively using
resources from The Bible Project, and it
was exciting to get to talk with him and
see how the church has responded to
this Read Scripture experience. Pastor
Matthew said that he’s already seen the
congregation become empowered by
this experience. They are seeing the
once-daunting task of reading the entire
Bible and understanding what it all means
as possible and thrilling. They had a small
group in their church read through
the entire Bible in ninety days because
they were so excited by what they were
learning. And he’s had people reaching
out to him during the week to tell him how
much they’re loving the Read Scripture
app, videos, and the whole process. The
congregation has been interacting with
Scripture in a fresh way and identifying
with characters in the Bible more as they

PAULO

Working with Brazilians in the U.S., my challenge was to teach two generations that speak
two different languages. With the BP videos,
I was able to give a Bible study in Portuguese
for the adults but still hold the attention and
interest of the English speaking kids. Thank you
all for the videos and subtitles!

MARYBETH

We began last fall and have almost completed
the Old Testament. Yay! Your resources have
been incredibly helpful to help us tell the
“unified story that leads to Jesus.” Most of our
congregation is Deaf and have low English
skills. The posters are a great resource. Each
week we go through a poster frame-by-frame
and then add the new poster to our wall.

TULIO

It’s use has awakened a great interest from the
group to whom I teach, in this case, the Deaf
community of my church. The visual learning
that was made possible through the posters
were immensely helpful and blissful!
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begin to see the human issues at the
heart of this story. The Bible has become
relevant for this group of people, and
Pastor Matthew has been able to witness
their lives being changed.
The church has just started this study, but
they have big plans to continue with this
reading experience. They’re planning to
do a large Q&A session broadcast live on
Facebook, so that they can get everyone
engaged and talk through some of the
tougher questions that inevitably come
up when reading the Bible. They also
want to begin to collect testimonials
from their community in hopes that they
can understand specific ways in which
this is changing the hearts and lives of the
people in this church. They also plan to
create even more resources and continue
to grow together as a community.
Hearing from so many of you about how
you’ve used the Read Scripture series
creatively in your churches and communities has been amazing! What was once a
kind of crazy idea has turned into a global
community of Jesus followers, eager to
learn more about the Bible and support
each other along the way. We wanted to
take the time to share these stories with
our supporters, not so that you can see
how much we’ve accomplished, but so
you can share in our excitement as we
watch the vision of The Bible Project
come to life. We are so glad this series
has gone beyond what we could have
done to promote a more holistic understanding of who God is and what the
Bible is all about.

M A K E N Z I E H A L B E R T-H O W E N

PHOTOS OF CALVARY ST. CLOUD
BY GUYTANO MAGNO. PHOTOS OF
SUPPORTERS SENT IN PERSONALLY

AUSTIN

Certainly, in the history of my faith,
nothing has deconstructed, challenged,
and then reconstructed my faith and
understanding of my relationship with
both God and the Bible than The Bible
Project has. While in a Bible study
community for the third year, I began
sharing out of doubt, fear, and excitement alike, all the amazing and moving
things I was learning through your
resource. I suddenly found myself being
that “weird guy” at parties who couldn’t
stop smiling while excitedly talking about
all I was learning from re-watching every
video and listening to every podcast
more than 5x each. I will remain always
infinitely grateful to TBP for the collected
efforts that went into giving such a literally life-changing resource.

BRANDON

With the videos, people mention that
they’ve never heard the story of Jesus
quite like this. We’re helping people
rediscover the life-changing story of
Jesus through these resources.

JOSEPH

I’ve been printing and laminating the
posters on A3 paper and sticking a new
one each week on the fridge. We are up
to Kings now. I was inspired to do that
after hearing about the Jewish people
writing the Scriptures on their door posts,
and the fridge door seemed to be the
modern day equivalent. It has promoted
so many interesting conversations about
the things of God and the Bible.

ELIANETTE

After Hurricane Maria hit our island,
us in the northwest were pretty much
homebound for two weeks, so I read a
lot as well as shared with my neighbors
your work.

REBECCA

My children recognize Tim’s and Jon’s
voices by now and will run into the room,
expecting to see a video of some kind.
Sometimes, they are disappointed when
they realize it is only a podcast or one of
Tim’s sermons. But I am really thankful
for their eagerness to learn about the
Bible that has come partly from seeing
and hearing it presented in such a
beautiful way.

NICK

After watching the Read Scripture series,
I was inspired to start doing verse of the
day Facebook live videos.

ARTIST FEATURE
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Read Scripture Team
B Y M AT T H E W H A L B E R T-H O W E N

A lot of time and a lot
of talent went into
our Read Scripture
series. Together, three
illustrators and five
animators made this
series come to life. Over
a year after the series
wrapped up, we asked
the artists to reflect
back on their
experience.

THE BIBLE PROJECT
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RS ILLUSTRATORS
ROBERT PEREZ: RP
EVERET T PAT TERSON: EP
MAC COOPER: MC

Do you have a favorite video
in the series?
RP:

Esther. I liked the symmetrical
design the story made.

AR:

Ezekiel 1-33. This was the first
video I animated, so it was cool
to see it come together at the
end. There were some really
cool illustrations in that one. I
especially loved the perspective in
the temple vision panel (ch 8-11).

GVB: Exodus was one of the first videos I
animated, and it is the first example
of a video where we “broke the
rules” a bit to bring interest to a
major element in the video. The
videos are supposed to look like
a sort of time-lapse of an artist
drawing on paper, but with the
parting of the red sea, the ink
hits the page as if the water is
spilling in over Pharaoh’s army
below (also Pharaoh’s hardened
heart just before that scene).
This became a running theme
for the rest of the series, where
key elements or particularly
elaborate illustrations pushed us
to take artistic liberties to add a
little pop to the moment without
(hopefully) being too distracting.
EP:

RS ANIMATORS
NATHAN MEENEN: NM
GUY VAN BOGART: GVB
JOSH SWAIN: JS
ADAM HENDRIX: AH
ALLAN ROSENOW: AR

It’s almost impossible to pick a
favorite for me, but I’m really proud
of the Daniel video. It lays out some
pretty complex literary structures
in a simple visual way, and it
addresses some of the complexities
of interpretation without diving
into speculative theories.

What was the hardest part of the
Read Scripture series for you?
JS:

Hand cramps from all the
drawing and tracing.

RP:

Keeping things simple. In the
videos we made prior to Read
Scripture, our tendency was
to add spectacular visuals that
were unique to each video.
This series broke that mold.

AH: Trying to animate the twisting
vines in the Song of Songs video. In
order to make it look like what the
illustrator had in mind, I probably
had to re-do it three times.
AR:

The animation techniques we used
were pretty different from how
I usually animate. It took some
time to get into the swing of it,

but in the end, it became kind
of relaxing, like doing advanced
coloring books for a living.
GVB: The animation involved in these
videos, while quite tedious, is about
as simple as it gets. Technically,
however, the computational
power and time needed to realize
one of these videos grew to be
quite a challenge. At one point,
a single video took 100 hours of
animation and 16 hours just to
render the final video file. I ended
up building a custom computer
and implementing advanced
techniques to get animation
down to 50 hours and renders
down to 1.5 hours on average.
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LEFT TO RIGHT:
EVERET T ILLUSTRATING ACTS
JON COLLINS AND ROBERT PEREZ
WHITEBOARD PLANNING THE BOOK OF ROMANS
TIM MACKIE AND MAC COOPER WORKING ON

When first hearing about the
project, what was your
initial response?
JS:

THE BOOK OF MAT THEW
NATHAN MEENEN ANIMATING CHRONICLES

THE BIBLE PROJECT
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EP:

The hardest week was when I drew
the book of Lamentations. Almost
every other video in the series
features some kind of throwaway
joke or pratfall or goofy expression
to lighten the mood, but not that
one. It’s deadly serious from start
to finish because it’s all about
grief. Americans aren’t particularly
demonstrative grievers. We’re all
about “putting on a brave face”
and smiling through our tears.
But the people in the Bible didn’t
have that attitude, and neither
do people in many parts of the
world today, where there’s nothing
“inappropriate” or embarrassing
about letting your whole face and
body contort with sorrow. So I
spent the whole week looking at
reference photos of sad, crying
people. I remember it was late
2015 because the crisis in Syria
had reached a fever pitch, and
photos like that were all over
news sites and magazines.

I was initially really impressed
with the overall strategy. To
make videos for each book of
the Bible is a big undertaking.

AH: I remember seeing one of the
first version of Romans and
just being amazed at how clear
and helpful a medium this was
for communicating the arc of
the book and the whole story.
In addition to animating, I was
working as a pastor, and I was
super excited to think about
how a resource like this would
come in handy for our church.

Do you have a favorite character
or illustration?
AR:

1-3 John had some tricky
compositional elements with
these two huge circular panels
with arrows going in lots of
directions. It took some planning
and extra care to animate all of
that and plan camera moves in a
way that flowed, and I’m happy
with the way it all turned out.

EP:

Ezekiel makes a great poster
because it really includes
everything! Historical scenes, but
also trippy prophetic stuff. Huge
battles, lush natural scenery,
fantastic architecture, skeleton
people, a towering warlord giant,
a barbecue grill full of poop.

What more could you want? Tim
has done so much research on
Ezekiel, so he was able to provide
even more guidance than usual,
especially for visualizing the
enigmatic “chariot” the prophet
sees in the opening scene.

Jason down and said, “sorry,
when I met you earlier I thought
you were just some guy.” He
barked back, “I AM just some guy!
Some guy who loves Jesus!”
JS:

AH: I had a lot of fun with Gog in the
second half of Ezekiel. Everett
is such a brilliant illustrator, and
it was fun to help make these
characters show up on the page.

Do you have any good stories
from the time you worked
on this series?
RP:

For me, this series was a
hyperspeed crash course on
the Bible’s literary design. I
will never go back to seeing
the Bible the same.

MC: It was always so fun to watch
Tim light up when he’d see a
semi-final draft of the illustrations.
He wouldn’t have seen anything
since he scribbled his ideas during
the initial layout conversation.
EP:

We had a big public screening in
December of 2016 to premiere the
Revelation videos. As part of the
show, the actor Jason Nightingale
performed the entire book from
memory. Tim introduced me to
Jason before the show, but at
that point I didn’t realize who
he was. After his astounding,
marathon performance, I tracked

I was at a farmers market talking to
this dude selling oranges. He told
me I looked like a man that worked
for the Lord and asked me what
I was currently working on. He
was so surprised to hear about the
Read Scripture series and that there
were videos about the Bible on the
internet. It brought him to tears.
We ended up talking about the RS
videos at the farmers market every
Sunday for the next few months.

What’s something an average
viewer wouldn’t know about
these videos?
AR:

The artwork is meticulously
prepared for animation. I was
very impressed by the care
the illustrators had put into
organizing and naming layers in
their programs, so we animators
could use them in our programs.

EP:

Lots of people know about the
coffee table book, but almost
nobody seems to realize we also
sell these posters as queen-sized
bed sheets*, so you can study the
structure of the Bible as you drift
off to a peaceful slumber.

*THIS IS NOT TRUE, BUT IT’S A GREAT IDEA.
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GEEK OUT

The Art of Reading Biblical
Narrative: Following the
Main Themes
BY TIM MACKIE
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Reading the Bible
is simultaneously
enjoyable and difficult,
but many of the stories
are narrative, which
is a universal form of
human communication.

Saying “Once upon a time…” is about all
it takes to grab the attention of most people. But the narratives in the Bible have a
unique style that often makes them feel
odd or even frustrating to modern readers.
Characters come and go, and scenes quickly follow one another: a childbirth, then a
murder, then two guys arguing about who
owns a well, and so it goes. We often wonder, “What’s the connection? Why am I
being told all these stories of one ancient
Israelite after another?” It’s easy to get lost.
The biblical authors lived in a very different
time and place than our own. They inherited and also developed a classic narrative
style from their ancient near eastern ancestors (the Babylonians, Egyptians, and
surrounding Canaanites all had literary
traditions). This story-telling tradition was
perfected by the Old Testament authors.
Biblical narratives are actually brilliant literary works of mind-blowing depth and
sophistication. It just takes some learning and adjusting for readers who didn’t
grow up reading ancient Hebrew literature
(which is all of us!).
When learning the literary style of the
biblical writers, one of the easiest skills
to develop has to do with tracing repeated
words and images. Biblical authors make
their main themes clear by embedding key-

words and themes that appear throughout
multiple stories and link them all together. The narratives from Genesis to Chronicles are filled with intentionally repetitive
ideas that are interwoven through whole
books and even across multiple books.
Once you develop an eye for spotting these,
you know you’re on the trail of the biblical
author’s main point. Here, we’re going to
focus on one such repeated theme that
connects the storyline from Genesis into
the book of Exodus.
The book of Genesis ends with Joseph and
his brothers settling in Egypt after Jacob’s
death. We’re told in general terms that
many generations pass, and in Exodus
chapter one, we read only a couple details
of what happened over the course of many
decades. Abraham’s family is particularly
gifted in “being fruitful and multiplying”
(Exodus 1:10), which is really cool, but
what else happened during those years?!
The Bible is largely silent about this period
of time, and it’s not because no interesting
events took place. The silence is motivated
by the author’s agenda. They are selecting
and focusing on only those events that relate to the main themes they want to communicate. So what is the real connection
between the books of Genesis and Exodus?

What is wrong with these people?!
You have to go back to the beginning of
the story. Think of how Genesis began. God
provided an amazing piece of real estate
for humanity, and seven times we read,
“and God saw that it was good” (Genesis
1). After this, humans seize autonomy from
God, so they can define “good and evil” for
themselves (Genesis 2-3). Note the repetition of the word “good” in these stories.
Your radar is being trained to detect a key
theme. After this comes the downward
spiral of humanity (Genesis 4-10), which
culminates as the people unite to build the
city of Babylon. They want to build a tower (an ancient temple) that would enable
humans to ascend up to the place of God
(Genesis 11). So God’s response is to scatter

Babylon, and out of this great dispersion
wanders the ancestors of (cue the music!)
Abraham and Sarah! While most children’s
books present us with a happy and faithful
couple, the biblical stories are way more
interesting and scandalous. Abraham is
seriously untrustworthy (Genesis 12:10-20
and 20:1-18), and his wife Sarah? Let’s just
say you wouldn’t want to cross her on a bad
day (Genesis 16 and 21). But they both have
their redeeming moments, like when Abraham trusts God in radical faith (Genesis 15
and 22). The problem is that their faithfulness never lasts, and it doesn’t pass on to
their children either. Isaac repeats his father’s most stupid mistakes (Genesis 26:117). His sons Esau and Jacob lie, cheat, and
nearly kill each other (Genesis 25-27). The
pattern repeats all over again with Jacob’s
even larger family (Genesis 29-31), except
the trainwreck hurts even more people this
time (Genesis 37-43). The destructive dysfunction of Abraham’s family comes to its
climax when Joseph’s brothers kidnap him
and sell him into slavery in Egypt.
Once you put all these stories in a list, it’s
very clear that the author is trying to tell
us something about the nature of humans
that left the garden in Genesis 3. We’re glorious images of God (Genesis 1) who act in
perpetually stupid, short-sighted, and selfish ways. The repeated theme of humans
in conflict with each other has been developed from every possible angle: spouses,
parents, children, siblings, relatives, neighbors, rulers – everyone’s in it for themselves. And the result is, well, just read the
stories; they speak for themselves.
But that’s not all these stories are about.
God is the other main character in every
one of these episodes. And at every turn,
he responds to human evil by paradoxically steering these tragedies back toward his
good purposes.

Divine Providence
The story of Joseph brings God’s providential goodness to its climax. Joseph experiences more providential reversals than we
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can count, and every hardship he undergoes is followed by a surprising twist of
fate. He goes from slave to estate manager,
then from being falsely accused and sent to
prison to being elevated as second-in-command over all Egypt! And through it all, his
strange teenage dreams (remember Genesis 37) all come true. Joseph’s brothers are
eventually brought to their knees before
him as he saves them from starvation.
We arrive at chapter fifty of Genesis, and
the story closes with Joseph speaking
peace to his brothers, but pay attention.
The author has embedded keywords in Joseph’s mouth that you should remember:
While you planned evil against me, God
planned it for good in order to accomplish
what’s happened today, saving the lives of
many people.
GENESIS 50:20

THE BIBLE PROJECT

|

Q U A R T E R LY

Joseph’s words, on the surface level, refer
to his brothers’ treacherous act of selling
him into slavery. But the phrase “good
and evil” should leap off the page if you
started reading from Genesis 1. His words
echo with the language of Genesis 1-3: God
provided good, humans do evil, and God
responds by steering human evil towards
his good purposes. Joseph’s speech acts as
a thematic summary of the entire book up
to this point.
No matter what evil human beings do, God
responds with good, weaving events together into the grand and complex tapestry
of his plan to redeem and bless the world.
Joseph is talking about his brothers, but
the author of Genesis wants us to think of
every human from Genesis 3 onward who
also “planned evil,” only to have it redirected towards God’s good purpose. And God’s
not done with this “evil into good” strategy. He’s actually just getting started, and
that’s exactly what we see in the opening
story of Exodus.

Fast Forward Many Years
When we open up the story of Exodus, generations have passed, and Abraham’s family has exploded. God’s promise to multiply
his family is happening, and not everyone
is happy about it. A new king of Egypt is
installed, and this Pharaoh sees the large
immigrant population of Hebrews (Abraham’s ethnic group) as a clear and present
danger to Egyptian national security. He
enacts a brutal series of three strategies
to exploit the Israelites as he wipes them
out. He first enslaves them to build larger
store cities, and what happens? They multiply! Then he tries to coerce some midwives
to kill all the male Israelite newborns.
They civilly disobey, and once again, the
Israelites multiply!
Can you see a pattern emerging? It’s the
same divine mystery that was at work
throughout Genesis and that culminated
in the Joseph story, right? Now go and read
about Pharaoh’s last strategy to destroy the
Israelites. Pharaoh orders that all the Israelite sons be executed by having them tossed
into the Nile river. Try to imagine the horror. This Pharaoh is the worst, sub-human
character in the biblical story so far, and
so his third and most heinous act of evil is
met by God’s third and most remarkable response. One particular Israelite boy, Moses,
is born, and the story pauses for a moment
to describe what he looked like. This is odd
and rarely happens in biblical narrative, so
you should know to pay attention:
The woman conceived and bore a son, and
when she saw that he was good...
EXODUS 2:2

Do you get it? Do you remember how Genesis 1 repeated this same phrase, seven times
over! This repetition is the author’s invitation to see the birth of this baby as yet another divine intervention into human evil.
This baby will be thrown into the river just
as Pharaoh commanded, and he’s going to
float right into the royal palace, into Pharaoh’s family, and so become his downfall.
Pharaoh planned it for evil, but God…you
know how to finish the sentence by now.

Thematic Transition

RECOMMENDED READING

As you can see, the Joseph story creates a seamless transition between
the books of Genesis and Exodus by
picking up the key words “good” and
“evil” and linking them into the story
of Exodus. The author of Genesis has
been messing with your mind, trying
to get you to see the hand of God at
work even in the darkest moments
of human failure and evil. As you
explore Exodus further, you can see
this theme increasingly intensified
in the epic showdown between God,
Moses, and Pharaoh. In the story of
Exodus, this theme continues to be
developed in the conflict between
Pharaoh’s hard heart and God’s desire to rescue enslaved Israel.

The Drama of Scripture:
Finding Our Place in
the Biblical Story
MICHAEL GOHEEN,
CRAIG BARTHOLOMEW

A creatively written invitation to walk
through the entire biblical storyline as a
series of acts. They highlight the biblical
emphasis of God’s Kingdom from beginning to end and show how the restoration
of humanity to partnership with God is the
core thrust of the entire story. You’ll walk
away with a much clearer sense of how
each biblical book fits into the whole.

Biblical Storytelling & You
The Bible is an expertly crafted literary work, and its authors used subtle
narrative techniques; the repetition
of keywords and themes is one of
the most important tools in their
arsenal. As you develop an eye for
these patterns and literary devices,
your ability to understand the theological message of these stories will
improve. But these authors aren’t
simply trying to make you into an
intellectual; they’re teaching you
how to “read your life.” When you
see these patterns at work in the
lives of these biblical characters, you
begin to think about the patterns of
your own failures and your own evil
in a new way. We’re being trained
to reflect on the joy and pain of our
lives and see God’s faithfulness as
the red thread connecting it all together. It’s often difficult to see what
it all means, but this theme of “evil
turned to good” can really mess with
how you see the world. It opens up a
bold hope, that not even our failures
get to define God’s purposes for us or
for our world.
TIM MACKIE
ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED ON THE
BIBLE PROJECT BLOG

1/14/2017

From Eden to
New Jerusalem:
An Introduction
to Biblical Theology
T. DESMOND ALE X ANDER

This is a compact and helpful overview
of the biblical storyline focusing on the
theme of sacred space where God and
humans partner together. From Genesis
to Revelation, God is on the mission to
enlist faithful covenant partners who will
work with him to develop the goodness
of his creation. Alexander uses this theme
to invite readers to see the coherence
uniting all the different parts of the Bible.

LOCALIZATION
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Found in Translation
BY DONALD E. ARNEY

Translating our videos
for a global audience
presents unique and
exciting challenges.
Late last year we tapped
Donald Arney to lead our
localization efforts. Here
he introduces himself
and explains a bit about
what he’s been up to.

Accidents happen. As a trained and
practicing journalist, in 1999, thanks to
a few well-timed coincidences, I took
a professional left turn into the world
of localization. I recently landed at The
Bible Project through a similar blessing
of circumstance.
For nearly twenty years, I helped businesses and corporations communicate
with people around the world. If you sold
American-made motorcycles in Hungary,
I made sure the mechanics in Budapest
had Hungarian repair manuals in time for
the new model year. If you handcrafted
kombucha in your Oregon garage, I made
sure your labels would pass muster at the
ever-serious and tres particulier Canadian
border. If you were launching your online
auction site in Vietnam, I had access to
a professional brigade of translators,
editors, and engineers ready to have your
site and its 3.78 million words translated
and live on the date you said it would be.
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In the Spring of 2017, I found myself
between projects at the same moment I
was questioning how much actual satisfaction I was getting from my admittedly
fun and interesting profession.
The idea solidified on a chilly morning
dog-walk. “I need to find an energetic
non-profit and see if they can put my odd
skillset to use.” Enter The Bible Project:
a team that was doing work with which
I was familiar, a team that was doing
work that I found to be engaging and
important, a team that was doing work
in English and badly needed somebody
to help answer all the requests they were
getting for translated content.

HEAVEN & EARTH
ART FROM THE HEAVEN &
EARTH VIDEO LOCALIZED FOR
CANTONESE. IT TRANSLATES THE
ORIGINAL: “THE UNION OF HEAVEN
& EARTH IS WHAT THE STORY
OF THE BIBLE IS ALL ABOUT.”

And so late last fall, my new adventure began.
The localization (or language-as-service)
industry is built around the relatively
simple concept that language and culture
shape our perceptions and guide our
actions. It can be described as a more
advanced form of translation, and it takes
into account many cultural variables.
If a company wants to share their product
or idea with a global audience, they have
some very basic questions to answer,
and these answers invariably lead to
further questions:

Is my English content written in a way that
avoids regional or other types of colloquial language that won’t translate well?
Example: “Spendy” is a Pacific Northwest
way of saying “expensive” that may not be
clear to a translator not used to hearing it.
Are the colors I’ve chosen for my site or
publication appropriate for all my target
audiences? Example: The colors black
and white mean very different things in
Tokyo than they do in Indianapolis.
Are the images of people that I’m using
appropriate for my target audiences?

3 8 — L ocalization

TOP TO BOT TOM, LEFT TO RIGHT:
GENESIS

PT

1:

ARABIC,

HEAVEN

&

EARTH:

CANTONESE,

COVENANTS: URDU, IMAGE OF GOD: VIETNAMESE, MESSIAH:
GERMAN,

GOSPEL

OF

THE

KINGDOM:

INDONESIAN,

HOLY SPIRIT: SPANISH

FOR

LINKS

TO

OUR

VARIOUS

YOUTUBE

THEBIBLEPROJECT.COM/LANGUAGES/

CHANNELS,

VISIT

Example: If I have pictures of cars in my
material, which side of the car are the
steering wheels pictured?
My content has lists. When those lists are
translated, their sorting order will change.
Will this affect the sequence of spoken
events in the voice-over of my video?
As a localization project manager, I spent
my days walking clients through the
challenges and rewards of the translation
process. And now here I was, client-side
and with nobody to hold my hand. I took
a deep breath.
As with many endeavors, localization gets
easier and more efficient as you proceed.
Linguists will get used to working with
our content, engineers will fashion new
and better ways of fixing bugs, and quality

assurance folks will learn which particular
items require special scrutiny. It’s a team
effort, it’s a journey, and it’s an adventure
that I couldn’t be happier to be making
with this team.
And it brings us to where we are today. We
are continuing the large job of preparing
our digital assets for localization. This year
we are focusing on translating our Read
Scripture series into Russian, Korean,
Hindi, and Portuguese for Brazil. Thirdparty groups will continue their efforts in
German, Spanish, Chinese, Indonesian,
Vietnamese, and many other locales.
It’s going to be a huge year for translations
here at The Bible Project. Stay tuned!

DONALD E. ARNEY

Definitions
CAT TOOL

FUZZY MATCH

A computer-aided translation (CAT) tool allows
a translator to use software as an aid in the
translation workflow. A CAT tool incorporates
translation memories, term lists, and other assets
to help ensure quick and consistent linguistic
projects. This is not to be confused with Machine
Translation, which is more or less a computer-only
method of localization.

During a translation project, the CAT tool will scan
the source text and apply any matches from the
translation memory. Often the CAT tool will find
a match that is close but not exact. That match is
then graded on a percentage. If it is higher than
a 70% match but less than, say, an 85% match, it
is considered a low fuzzy match. Above 85% and
you have a high fuzzy match. And if you have a full
match that is surrounded by two other matches,
you have an exact in-context match. And the
world is your oyster.

TM

A Translation Memory (TM) is a database of
matched pairs of linguistic “segments” that is
generated by a CAT tool during the translation
phase. Each pair consists of a source segment and
a target (or translated) segment. Once a segment
is translated, the CAT tool will always apply that
target segment to that source segment, saving the
translator time and the customer money.

COMPUTATIONAL LINGUIST

An interdisciplinary professional who applies
rule-based modeling to natural language learning.
These folks are teaching machines to teach themselves how to learn and employ new languages.
They are at the cutting edge of the industry. And
they are a riot at parties.

ZECHARIAH
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Below is an adapted script from our video on the book
of Zechariah. The Read Scripture Coffee Table Book has
scripts and posters for all the Read Scripture videos.
This book is set after the return
of the exiles from Babylon to
Jerusalem. We are told in the
book of Ezra (Ezra 5:1–2) that
Zechariah and Haggai together
challenged and motivated the
people to rebuild the temple and
to look for the fulfillment of God’s
promises. Long ago, Jeremiah
the prophet said that Israel’s
exile would last for seventy
years (Jeremiah 25:11 and 29:10)
and that afterwards God would
restore his presence to a new
temple. That’s when God would
bring his Kingdom and the rule
of the Messiah over all nations
(Jeremiah 30–33). The dates at
the beginning of this book tell
us that the seventy years were
almost up, but life back in the
land was hard, and it seemed like
none of these hopes were ever
going to be fulfilled. The book of
Zechariah offers an explanation
about what went wrong.
The book has a fairly clear literary
design. There’s an introduction
that sets the tone for a large
collection of Zechariah’s dreamlike visions in chapters 1–6. The
dreams are concluded in chapters
7–8 and are then followed by two
more collections of poetry and
prophecy in chapters 9–11 and
12–14, respectively. Let’s dive in
and see how it all works.

Chapter 1:1–6
The book begins with Zechariah’s
challenge to his generation to turn
back to God and to not act like
their ancestors who had rebelled
and refused to listen to the earlier
prophets. That rebellion is what

landed them in exile. The people’s
response to Zechariah was ideal,
as they repented and humbled
themselves before God, or so it
seemed.

Chapters 1:7–6:15
The next section is a collection
of eight nighttime visions that
Zechariah experienced. Just to
prepare you, these are full of
bizarre and strange images, just
like your own dreams. The idea
that God communicates to people
through symbolic dreams is an
old one, going all the way back
to Genesis. The dreams of Jacob
in Genesis 28, Joseph in Genesis
37, and Pharaoh in Genesis 41
all gave meaning to current
events or offered a window into
the future.
Zechariah’s dreams have been
arranged in a really cool symmetrical structure. The first and last
visions (Zechariah 1:8–17 and
6:1–8) are about four horsemen,
who are like rangers patrolling
the world on God’s behalf.
They represent God’s attentive
watch over the nations, and
their report is that the world’s at
peace (Zechariah 1:11 and 6:8).
In Zechariah’s day, God raised
up Persia to conquer Babylon
and bring relative peace. The
question arises, if the seventy
years of Israel’s exile are nearly up
and if there’s peace, isn’t now the
time for the Messianic Kingdom
in Jerusalem? God responds by
saying that he will fulfill those
promises, but he leaves the issue
of timing strangely unanswered.

The second and seventh visions
(Zechariah 1:18–21 and 5:5–11)
are paired as reflections on Israel’s
past sin that led to the exile. The
second vision is about four horns
that symbolize the nations that
attacked and scattered Israel.
Like Assyria and Babylon, those
empires were themselves scattered by a group of blacksmiths,
an image of Persia. The matching
seventh dream is about a woman
in a basket. We’re told that she is a
symbol of the centuries of Israel’s
covenant rebellion, and she is
promptly carried to Babylon by
other women with stork wings
(so bizarre!).
The third and sixth visions
(Zechariah 2:1–13 and 5:1–4) are
paired as they both focus on the
rebuilding of a new Jerusalem.
The third dream depicts a man
measuring the city. It’s an image
of God’s promise that Jerusalem
will be rebuilt and will become a
beacon to the nations who will
join God’s people in worship.
In the sixth vision, a scroll flies
around the new Jerusalem
punishing thieves and liars, the
idea being that the new Jerusalem
is a place purified from sin by
the Scriptures.
The fourth and fifth visions
(Zechariah 3:1–10 and 4:1–14)
are at the center of the dream
section. They are about the two
key leaders among the returned
exiles: Joshua, the high priest and
Zerubbabel, a royal descendant
of David. Joshua was symbolically wearing Israel’s sin in the
form of dirty clothes, but in the
fourth dream those are taken off,
and he’s given new clean clothes
and a turban as a symbol of God’s
grace. An angel tells Joshua that
if he remains faithful to God, he

will lead his people and become
a symbol of the future Messianic
King.
The fifth vision is of two olive trees
that supply oil to an elaborate
gold lamp. The lamp is a symbol
of God’s watchful eye over his
people, while the two trees
symbolize the anointed leaders
Joshua and Zerubbabel, who are
leading the temple rebuilding
efforts. God says, however, that
success won’t come to the new
temple if it’s only the result of
political maneuvering; rather,
these two must be depvendent
on the work of God’s Spirit
(Zechariah 4:6).
The dreams conclude with a short
bonus vision from Zechariah in
6:9–15. This vision picks up the
themes of the central fourth and
fifth visions. Joshua the priest is
given a crown and is presented
as a symbol of the future Messiah,
who will also be a priest in God’s
Kingdom. However, Zechariah
says, all this will be fulfilled only if
the current generation is faithful
to God and obeys the terms of
the covenant. All together, these
three visions emphasize how the
coming of the Messianic Kingdom
is conditional upon this generation becoming faithful to God.

Chapters 7–8
This leads up to the conclusion
of the dream visions with another
challenge in Zechariah 7–8. A
group of Israelites come, who
have been mourning over the
former temple’s destruction for
nearly seventy years. They ask,
“Should we stop grieving? Is
God’s Kingdom coming soon?”
In response, Zechariah again
reminds them of how their ancestors rejected God’s call through

the prophets, which led to the exile
(Zechariah 7:4–14). He repeats
this ancient prophetic challenge
in chapter 8. This generation
will see the Messianic Kingdom,
but only if they pursue justice
and peace and remain faithful
to the covenant. In other words,
Zechariah reverses their question
and asks, “Will you become the
kinds of people who are ready to
receive and participate in God’s
coming Kingdom?”
The question is left hanging as
the people don’t answer, and the
book just moves on.

Chapters 9–14
The two final sections (Zechariah
9–11 and 12–14) are very
different from the first eight
chapters. Each one is a kaleidoscopic collage of poems
and images about the future
Messianic Kingdom. The first (chs.
9–11) describes the coming of a
humble Messianic King riding a
donkey into the new Jerusalem
to establish God’s Kingdom over
the nations. The king is then
symbolized as a shepherd over
the flock of Israel. He is rejected
by his own people and their
leaders, who are also symbolized
as shepherds. As a form of discipline, God hands Israel over to
those corrupt leaders. This then
raises the question, will Israel’s
rejection of their shepherd king
last forever?
The final section (chs. 12–14)
answers with a clear, “no.”
It’s another mosaic of poems
and images about the future
Messianic Kingdom. With imagery
very similar to the poetry of
Joel and Ezekiel, these chapters
depict the new Jerusalem as
the place where God’s justice

finally confronts and defeats evil
among the nations. However,
God also confronts the rebellion
of his own people. He’s going to
pour out his Spirit upon them, so
that they repent and grieve over
the fact that they rejected their
messianic shepherd. The final
chapter 14 concludes with the
new Jerusalem as the gathering
point for all the nations. The city
becomes a new garden of Eden,
with a river of living water flowing
out of the temple to bring healing
to all creation.
And that’s where the book ends.
Zechariah leaves you to ponder
the connection between chapters
1–8 and 9–14. The point seems to
be that the future kingdom of the
book’s second half will only come
when God’s people are faithful
to the covenant as the first half
made clear.
Reading the book of Zechariah
is a wild ride. These visions
and poems are full of startling
imagery, and they don’t really
follow a linear flow of thought.
That’s actually part of the point.
It’s like history or our own lives,
which don’t always fit into neat,
orderly patterns. The prophets
offer us glimpses of God’s hand
at work, guiding history towards
his purpose. So, ultimately,
Zechariah invites us to look
above the chaos and hope for the
coming of God’s Kingdom, which
should motivate faithfulness in
the present moment. That’s the
challenge Zechariah offers to all
generations of God’s people.

THE BACKGOUND ON THIS PAGE
IS TIM’S ORIGINAL SKETCH THAT
HE HANDED OFF TO THE ARTIST.

THIS POSTER CAN BE DOWNLOADED FOR FREE
AT THEBIBLEPROJECT.COM/OTHER-RESOURCES
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The Read Scripture experience
is a curated reading plan
and video set to help you
read the Bible with a
deeper understanding
and appreciation for the
book as a whole.

The Read Scripture App
• TR ACK YOUR PROGRESS
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This app was built to help you
understand the story of the Bible.
We know that for many, the Bible is
a long and intimidating book, but we
want to help you see for yourself the
beauty and wisdom of the unified
story that leads to Jesus.

• CUS TOMIZE NOTIFIC ATIONS
• WATCH VIDEOS FOR E ACH SESSION
• ALL FOR FREE

How to Get the Next Issue
We’ll be putting out a new issue every
quarter. New issues will be sent automatically to monthly supporters in the US and
Canada who give $10 or more per month
(or if you donate $100 or more you get
the next four issues). If you liked this issue
and want to make sure you keep getting
more, go to our website and sign up to
become a monthly supporter if you haven’t
already done so.
THEBIBLEPRO JEC T.COM/DONATE
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...every one could
sling a stone at a
hair and not...sin?
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JUDGES 20:16

The Bad Word Series
Our latest word study series is the Bad Word Series.
We’ll be looking at the words sin, transgression, and
iniquity. Look for the first episode this March.

